Proclaiming His Faithfulness

Dr. Frank Malinsky

Rev. Frank Malinsky, born in lola, lllinois in 1890, served his entire minis-
try, including a summer vicarage, in Ontario. At his funeral service in 1984,
his pastor, Rev. Mervin Huras said, “Those of you who were privileged to
know Dr. Malinsky know what it is like to know a church father,” that is, he
said, “one who makes a distinctive mark upon the church.”

Pastor Malinsky certainly left his mark. He served in the active ministry for
60 years, in the parishes of Stratford, Normanby-Howick-Mount Forest,
Seebach’s Hill, for 34 years at Elmira and Floradale, and for a further 10
years at Floradale after his retirement from Elmira.

He served as District President for 27 years, longer than any other who held
that office. For many years he edited the Ontario District “Bulletin,” printing
the early issues on his own printing press which he bought for that purpose.
He compiled “Grace and Blessing,” a history of the District on the occasion
of its 75" Anniversary. In recognition of his significant service to the
church, Concordia College, Ann Arbor, gave him the Christus Primus
(Christ First) award in 1969, and his alma mater, Concordia Seminary, St.
Louis, bestowed an honorary Doctor of Divinity in 1972.

His distinctive mark on the church was also found in his gracious and warm
personality, his gregarious love for people, and his humility. When honoured
by the District Convention on the occasion of the 70" anniversary of his
ordination, he remarked that the story of his life was sin and grace — his sin
and God’s grace. That, in the final analysis, is the mark of a saint.
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